The Rivers of West Africa
January 18 to 30, 2011

Explore the wonders of West Africa aboard Variety Cruise’s mega-yacht, the Pegasus! This adventure begins in Dakar, Senegal and travels along the West African coast of the Atlantic Ocean and continues on the Saloun and Gambia Rivers.  You’re sure to be amazed by the beautiful fauna, wildlife and many bird species that will be encountered during our journey.

Daily unique shore excursions are offered so that you can experience this area to its’ fullest!  Invite your friends, spouse or significant other along for an experience of a lifetime!
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The 46-passenger mega-yacht, Pegasus, was completely refurbished in 2009/10 and offers a relaxed, congenial atmosphere along with a high standard of cuisine.
Starting @ $3,195 per person, double occupancy 

Payment in full is due at the time of booking

Non-members add $150

Activity Level:

Moderate – requires walking on uneven terrain. Ability to move about the yacht.
Tour Includes:
2-night pre-cruise hotel in Dakar, Senegal

7-night cruise aboard the megayacht Pegasus

Shore Excursions during cruise (descriptions attached)

1-night post-cruise hotel in Dakar, Senegal

Breakfast daily

All meals while aboard the Pegasus

Coffee, tea and water

Transfers to/from airport/hotel/yacht

English speaking escort

Port Charges
Not Included in the Price of the Trip:

Airfare from Pittsburgh to Dakar, Senegal (airfare is estimated @ $1,300, although this can change depending on when it is booked)

Meals and activities not specified in the itinerary
Travel Insurance
Beverages (except those mentioned above)
Gratuities 
Visas whenever required (Gambia Visa required @ 20 euros)
Airport Baggage Handling

Travel Insurance:
Travel Insurance is available at an additional cost. You can obtain travel insurance through JustLadies Travel Club.

Special Notes:
Valid Passport is required with no less than 6-month expiration (11/09/10)

One checked piece of luggage no more than 50 lbs is allowed at no charge.  Second piece of checked luggage is $50.00. One carry-on and purse, backpack or laptop is allowed. Luggage not meeting the airline’s requirements is at the expense of the traveler.

Physical Requirements:
This is both a land and water tour.  While on land, walking on uneven, cobblestoned areas can be expected.

Travel and Cancellation Policy:
This trip is a definite go.  Once you have confirmed your reservation with full payment, all money is non-refundable.  Travel insurance is highly recommended.
Final Itinerary will be distributed at pre-trip gathering (date, time and location to be announced)

Note: Airline, hotel and itinerary are subject to change


Tuesday, January 18: Depart Pittsburgh for an overnight flight to Dakar, Senegal.
Wednesday, January 19: Dakar Arrive at Dakar Airport early morning. Transfer to Dakar hotel. Remainder of day on your own.

Thursday, January 20: Dakar Breakfast at Dakar hotel. Remainder of day on your own. (B)

Friday, January 21: Dakar Breakfast at Dakar hotel. Transfer to the megayacht, Pegasus. Become familiar with your surroundings, meet the crew and other passengers.  Begin sailing south to Saloun Delta. (B,D)
Saturday, January 22: Saloun River-Djiffere  Entering the Saloun River to reach Djiffere. From Djiffere we will reach the colourful village of Joal Fadiout, a fishing village built with shells. In the afternoon, enter Gambia River and reach Banjul. Later in the evning and during the night we sail upstream to Tendaba.  Overnight on the river. (B,L,D) 

Sunday, January 23: Tendaba Kiang West National Park & Baobolong Reserve.  Overnight in Tendaba.  (B,L,D)
Monday, January 24: Gambia River - Kuntaur All day sailing on Gambia River to Kuntaur. The river gets narrower and twisting, with lush vegetation and you will see amazing wildlife. Early afternoon arrival in Kuntaur. Overnight in Kuntaur (B,L,D)
Tuesday, January 25: Kuntaur Today, you will board motor pirogues and reach the River Gambia National Park made of 5 islands and later reach the picturesque town of Janjangbureh. Overnight in Kuntaur.. (B,L,D)
Wednesday, January 26: Kuntaur – Gambia River We leave Kuntaur in the morning and sail down the river to Banjul which we reach late at night. Overnight in Banjul (B,L,D)
Thursday, January 27: Banjul The capital city of Gambia. The day excursion will bring you to the nearby Nature Reserves of Abuko and Makasutu and will also include a visit to the National Museum. Overnight at sea to Dakar. (B,L,D)
Friday, January 28: Dakar Disembarkation in the morning. Transfer to Dakar hotel. (B)

Saturday, January 29: Dakar Check-out of hotel. Transfer to Dakar airport for a very early morning flight to the US.

Sunday, January 30:  Mid-morning United States arrival.
